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I'm getting on in years,

and I can't farm anymore.

Now it's all mechanized farming.

Old folks don't know how to do anything

or understand much.

We really need young people

to come back and take up farming.

I run a small store.

All the young people have left the village to seek work.
So most of my customers are elderly.

There are probably around sixty to seventy people
left in the village.

Except for those engaged in livestock farming,

there are no young people left.
The wisdom of a Chinese village
Village Voices Embraced by Law

I've invited everyone here today

mainly to discuss our work on the legislative contact point.
I am myself a deputy to the Yucheng Municipal People's Congress,
and also the person in charge of

this elderly care institution.

The institution

is located in the town

and operates 24 hours a day.

In other words, my place can

receive relevant personnel at any time.

On average, each elderly person has about

two to three children.

Basically,



they are around sixty years old,

either retired or about to retire.

These people come to my place every week.

So I gather these retired individuals

and other warm-hearted people

at this place.

For example, there are teachers,

retired personnel from public security, procuratorial,
judicial and judicial administrative organs,

as well as warm-hearted people

from various villages.

Over time,

around twenty to thirty people

have regularly gathered here.

At that time, the idea was that

establishing such a platform

would allow us to submit the issues

that matter most to the people

through the legislative opinion collection process.

You see,

the elderly need care at home.

Young people,

especially college graduates who move to our rural areas,
can also start projects

or businesses here,

while supporting and

taking care of the elderly.

Nowadays, there are more and more elderly people,
and young people need to take on their responsibilities.
When collecting opinions for

Guarantee Regulation of Shandong Province on Food Security,
we also thought about this issue:

going forward, who will grow the grain to ensure food security?
We need to bring in some young blood.

Including this provision in the law

should be a long-term guarantee

for food security.

Focusing on encouraging young people to



return to their hometowns,

cultivating new farmers,

and introducing relevant laws and policies,
we as personnel from the People's Congress
and the legislative contact point

will further collect information.
Collect Information

If you

talk directly to the people about a law,

they won't understand it.

It needs to be converted into language

they can comprehend.

Carrying out case interpretations

is to arouse the people's attention

through these cases

and identify their concerns.

Targeting these concerns,

we conduct publicity,

carry out legal popularization,

and then collect opinions and suggestions.

In this way,

the effectiveness and quality of our opinion collection
will be improved in all aspects.

In the process of collecting legislative opinions,
we've come into contact with some new farmers.
However, our collection work is limited by

the excessive professionalism of some laws and regulations.
The collected opinions and suggestions

are quite colloquial.

But when we provide these opinions

to the national level,

they must be in professional language.
Therefore, during the collection process,

we also ask our legal aid providers,

including staff members of judicial offices,

to give us certain professional guidance.

Legal Guidance



The purpose of legislation is

to ensure effective operation and implementation.
So our participation also ensures

from a legal perspective that

it is implemented more effectively, lawfully, and robustly.
To ensure the legal suggestions are operable,

I have also visited the grassroots

to understand what the grassroots masses

are concerned about regarding food security

and young people's return to their hometowns.

As a community legal consultant,

I have summarized,

analyzed and studied the collected opinions,

and then converted them into

more down-to-earth legal provisions

that are more conducive to promoting the work of

young people returning to their hometowns.

As a grassroots legislative contact point of the Standing Committee of the Shandong

Provincial People's Congress, since 2021, 21 "golden ideas" submitted by Fangsi Town have

been incorporated into 14 laws and regulations.

Suggestions such as "encouraging young people to return to their rural hometowns and

guiding and encouraging new-type agricultural operators to participate" have been

incorporated into Guarantee Regulation of Shandong Province on Food Security.

Just last month, the Presidium of the Fangsi Township People's Congress in Yucheng City

was UPGRADED to a grassroots legislative contact point of the Legislative Affairs

Commission of the Standing Committee of China's National People's Congress.

This is the document we received on November 18 this year

from the Legislative Affairs Commission of

the Standing Committee of China's National People's Congress,

confirming that we have been designated as

a national-level grassroots legislative contact point.
Our legislative contact point

has built a bridge

and a direct channel

between the grassroots masses

and China's top legislative body.



